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ILLUSTRATION OF PROPHECY.

“But I witl show thee what is noted in the Seripture of trath.”

From Zion’s Watchman.
THE KINGDOM AT HARD,

Mz. En. I have been very much interested
in the several articles which have appeared in
your paper from Rev. H. Jones. Fromall 1can
learn of his views of the nature and near ap-
proach of the kingdom of God, as a general
thing, 1 am much pleased with them, and think
them very correct. But there is one point which
has been touched, in some one of the letters pub-
lished by him, on which I wish toask him=a few
questions. The point is something like this,
that although the kingdom of God s evidently
very near, yet the time of its approach cannot be
known.

Will brother Jones tell us through the Watch-
man—

L. If the 2300 days of Dan. viii. 14, do not
predict the time of the destruction of the man of
sin. popery, what they do predict 2

2. If they do prediet that event, which is to be
accomplished by the brightness of Christ’s com-
ing, when they were to commence, if not with
the 70 weeks of Dan, ix. 457, B. C. Tor if
they began then, they will end A. D. 1843,

An answer to these questions, will afford sat-
isfaction to many minds. J. Lairca.

Milienial Grove, Jan. 23. 1840.
ANSWER TO THE ABOVE.

The communication of brother J. Litch in
your last paper, containing questions to myself
on prophecy, are interesting and important. It
is matter of encouragement to us bath that we
harmonize in the theory, that the kingdom of
God, foretold by Dan'el, Christ and John, (Dan.
it. 44; vii. 27, Matt. jii. 2, iv. 17,) was some-
thing infinitely more important than the church
in a momentary dispensation,—that it is the
“eperlasting kingdow’® »* of God,” which shall
“ break in pieces and consume™ all other * king-
doms™ or powers of an opposite character,— that
its coming with Christ, “the great king,” to
judgment, is yet future; and that it is now spe-
cially near “at hand,” as manifested by the signs
of the times, and the fulfilling of many foretold
events, immediately to precedz the *great and
terrible day of the Lord.”

And yet our theories differ in this one point.

His fixes the year of the great event at “ A, I
1843.” Mine affirms rather, thatthe precise time
or year of its coming, i# not to be known ex-
cept to the Almighty himself, til} with « the son
of man’ it shall come upon all flesh *as the
lightning” from “east” to * west.” (Matt. xxiv.
27.) His questions on this discrepancy of our
opinions, are kind and fair, and are, doubtless
designed for profitable discussion, rather than to
aid the vain jangling of unbelievers, With the
meek and quiet spirit of aur Lord, 1 will proceed
to answer my brother’s questions and also to as-
sign some reasons for my belief, different frome
his that the precise time of the general judg-
ment, though specially now “* at band,” is among
* the secret things” which belong unto the Lord
our God.” He asks—

1. “If the 2300 days of Dan. viit, 14. do not predict the
time of the destruction of “ihe man of sin,”” POPERY, what
do they prediet ¥

In answer to this question, [ am prepared to
say, with him, that this passage does predict the
final destruction of “the man of sin” “by the
brightness"” of Christ’s ** coming™ to judgment, in
“flaming fire” &c. 2. Thess. i1. 8. 1,8.) at the
close of the period called * 2300 days; when,
also the * sanctoary,” or church of God “shall
be” perfectly and forever *cleansed,” or when
all the saints shall be “clothed in white rai-
ment,” {Rev. 111, 4,.5) or ihe pure atiite of the
heavenly world, which attire * is the righteous-
ness of saints.”* (Rev. xix. 8) At that time
of course, the whole of Satan’s kingdom, inclu-
ding foul spirits and sinvers, from first to last,
will be destroyed, instead of the papal power,
merely. Although many have supposed, that
*the man of sin”—* son of perdition'—* Baby-
fon”— Mother of Harlots,” &c., are typical,
only of the papal power; it will be found that
the word of Ged, explaining itself, uses these
words figuratively to represent Sawn with all
the dark powers which adhere to him, rather
than popery merely; for surely, Satan, the head
of the beast, as yet claims a seat above even the
pope, in exalting * himseff [not the pope] above
all that is called God.” (2. Thess. 1. 4.} broth-
er Litch asks,

2. If they [the 2300 days] do predict that event [the de-
struction of the man of sin] which i 10 be accomplished Ly
the brightness of Christ’s coming, when were they to com-
mence, if not with the seventy weeks of Dan. ix. 24. 457

gears before Cheist 7 For i€ they began then, they will end
A“ D‘ 1 .!’

This question also [ am prepared to answer,
as my brother would probably wish meto do, by
admitting that the periods or pericd called = 2300
days,” and “ 70 weeks,” are to be understood as
commencing together, at the time of Daniel’s vis-
ion. Bu, afier all, my view of prophetic times
is not like his. He speaks as though it were
granted by all, that those 2300 days are 2300
fiteral years : but from making the Bible its own
independent interpreter, I have adopted the gen-
eral rule, that prophetic times like the above
are figurative, zatber than literal ; densting du-

ration sometimes before, and sometimes after,
the judgment; the precise length of which is
not 10 be known to mertals, If this rule be
seriptural, it follows, that God has never, defi-
nitely, foretold the precise distance of “ the end
of all things.” An attempt, therefore, by vs to
find it out, would be an attempi 10 be *“ wise
above what is written.” 1 am aware of the few
passages explaining a “ day fora year,” Ezek.
iv, 5.6, and elsewhere, but cannot admit that
they autharize our making *each day” “ into u
year,” in the above passages, nor in any other
where neither the connexion nor parallel passa-
ges give the authority.

To preclude the necessity of further questions
on this important point, I will now state a few
reasons for my not being able to consider these
70 weeks, as 7 times 70, or 490 literal years
from Daniel to the crucifixion, as brother Litch,
Mitler, and many others have done, in their ex-
position of Daniel’s “ days,” « weeks,” “times,”
e,

1. The same verse, foretelling the 70 weeks,
(Daq. ix. 24.) explains itself by showing that
the said weeks, or indefinite period =0 Tepresen-
ted, was 1o continue beyond the crucifxion, even
until God shall # fnish the transgression, and
male an end of sin;” or “ when the transgress-
ors are come to the [all.” (Dan. viii. 23.)
And surely, Christ will accomplish all this worls,
and signally too, at his coming to judgment,
rather than having so done it at his expiring on
the cross.  The finishing of his sacrafice, or of
fering for transgression, did not “ finish trangres-
sion,” itself. WNeither did his making * an end
of this * offering,” “ make an end of sin” itself,
nor of pardoning it. Transgression is still as
unfinished as ever; neither is there yet “ an end
made of sin,” * while transgressors,” with ail
their sins not * come to the full,” yet waging
war with Christ, as they never will, after he
shall have come again, and put them ail under
his feet. Then to be sure, Christ will “ make
an end” of the * transgression” “and sin" as he
never has done before, and never will do again.

2, The same verse explains these 70 weeks
as coming to an end when * reconciliation” shall
be made * for iniquity.”” And certainly, Christ
did not finish this,work at his beginning it on
the cross, as.he will on actually coming to judg-
ment, to finish his present work of iutercession
for reconciliation, * reconciling the world unto
himself.” When at the judgment he shall have
finished his work as a mediator, then he will
have literally finished his work of making “re-
coneiliation” for iniquity, and not before,

2, The same verse also explains the 70 weeks
as coming to an end when “ everlasting righte-
ousness™ shall be brought “in.” And will net
Christ gather and *bring” all “ his elect” in to
heaven, with * everlasting righteousness” “ ev-
erlasting joy,” (Isa. xxxv. 10.) more specially
and signally at his glorious appearing than at
his one offering for sin on the cross.

4. The same verse further explains itself, by
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showing the close of the seventy weeks, so call-
ed, as coming to pass at the time of the sealing
* up of the vision and the prophecy.” Aund wiil
not Christ’s coming to judgment actually * seal
up” or close up the whole matter of *“ the vision
and the prophecy’’ wore literally and signally
than his sacrafice on thecross?  Thus itappears
from the fact, that ever since, even now, and on-
til he shall come to judgment, the whole © vision
and prophecy,” or word of God, has been, is
now, and wil be wide open for the use and ev-
erlasting benefit of perishing sinners, as it never
will be again afierwards. Then it will be seen
that it is ¢ he that openeth and no man shutteth;
and shutteth, and no man openeth.”

5. 8till further, the verse closes the 70 weeks
at the time of anointing ** the Most Holy.” And
will not Christ the * Most Holy” be anointed
or crowned “ King of kings and Lord of lords,”
{Rev. xix. 12, 16,) over all *the kingdoms of
this world,” (Rev. xi. 15.) with “* an everlasting
dominion” over * all people, nations and lan-
guages,” {Dan. vii. 13, 14.) far more glorously
in sight of the aniverse than at his first coming ?

Av his first coming, he was not even acknowi-
edged as a lilag by the Church, except in mock-
ery and insalt.  To be sure, they erowned him,
and robed him, and bowed the knee to him, say-
ing, * Hail, king of the Jews!” But the crown
was a composition of therns oaly, in conuection
with which he was spitied on, scourged and cruci-
fied in ignominy. And yet, every linee shall
bow, and every tongue confess 1o him traly.

REPLY.

Mr. Epiror,—I was happy to find, in the
Watchman of Febroary 29th, a reply from bro-
ther Jones, to my questions in a former number
aof your paper. I am pleased with the spirit of
the reply, and, also, with the argumermts thein-
selves, by which he endeavors to sustain the
positon he has taken, although I am, by no
wmeans, convinced by them, of the correctness of
that position. But] am pleased with them, be-
cause they are fair and manly, and take hold of
the theory he would oppose in the right way to
expose its fallacy, if fallacious it is. He has met
the subject with a candor and strength of argu-
ment, such as no other writer who has attempi-
ed it, has done. Bat, although I am free to
make these concessions lam not satished—
that the prophetic periods of the book of Dan-
el are nmot “ definite " but indefinite, the length
of which cannot be known by mortals.

In answering my question bro. J. admits that
the period called 2300 days. Dan. viii. 14, d_oes
extend to the destruetion of “the man of sin,”

y, [and all other abominations,] by the
brightness of Christ’s coming. And, he also
admits, that the 2300 days of the 8ih chapter,
and the 70 weeks of chapter 9th, 24th com-
menced together. But yet, he denies that we
kave evidence that either of the periods are to
be understood as a day standing Jor a year.
He is right in refusing to admit, that because a
day was so used by Ezekiel, it is to be <o un-
derstood in Daniel, unless it can be shown from
the writings of that prophet that he did so use
.

Brother J. contends that the 70 weeks are
pot to be understood as 490 years, because the
events foretold, Dan. ix. 24, to be accomplished
in that period, will not be fulfilled until the
second coming of Christ at the end of the
world. The events foretold in that verse, are
the following :—" Seventy wecks are deter
mined upon thy people, and upon thy hely city,

(1) to finish the transgression, and (2) to
make an end of sins; (3) to make reconciliation
for inigmity ; (4) to bring in everlasting right-
eousness; (5] to seal up the vision and prophe-
ey, (6) to annoint the Most Holy.”

I shall endeavor te show, that the above
events were all fulfilled at the death of Christ.
The work 10 be done, was—1. ¢ To finish the
transgression. ”  Brother J. explains the verse
as though it extended to all “ ¢rensgressions : 7
but it can only be explained, as referring 10 one
particular * transgressiva,” “ the transgression,”
and that the transgression of “thy people and
thy hely city "—ihe Jews and Jerusalem. It is
difficult to perceive, by what rule he extends 1t
w transgressions in geweral. But the Jews and
Jerusalem did A} up and “ finish the transgress-
ion 7 by which their national doom was sealed,
by their rejection of Christ.  While he sojourn-
ed with them, he declared, if they had known,
in their day, the things which belonged to their
peace, he would often have gathered their chiid-
ren as the hen her chickens, but it was then too
late ; their house was lefi desolate; their enemies
should hedge them in, and lay thelr city with
the ground. It is true, salvation was offered to
the Jews as individuals, if they would accept it,
even after Christ’s death, and up to the present
hour. But, as a nation, their * transgression ”
was finished. There is no other transgression,
that ean, with so much propriety, be denomina-
ted emphatically, * THE TRANSGRESS10N,” as that
of the Jews in rejecting and crucifying the Sa-
Vior.

2 ¢ To make an end of sins.” If the event
was to make an end of sinning, 1 should agree
with my brother, that it could not be done be-
fore the end or the world. But it is not so; and
the only way in which there can be an end
made of sins, is to expiate their guilt. In no
other way can an end ever be made of sins; for
as long as the guilt remains the punishment
due to sins must continne. Bat by THE DEaTH
or CHrist, *the free gift came upon @i men,
unto justification of life.”” Rom. v, 18 And
that atonement was so full and perfect, that all
wha accept it by faith, receive a full remission
of all their guilt. Again, such an high-priest
became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners, and made higher than
the heavens; who needeth not daily, as those
high priests, 10 offer up sacrifices, first for his
own sms, aud then for the errors of the peopie;
for this he did once when he offered up him-
self” Heb. vii. 26, 27, Again, chapter ix. 26,
“ He hath appeared to put away (make an end
of} sin by the sacrifice of himself.”™ But if we
understand the term according to the rendering
of Clarke, “sin offerings,” then the sense is
perfectly plain.

3. « To wmake recomcilialion for iniguity.”
If reconciliation was not made for iniquity, by
the death of Christ, it is difficult to discove:
how “the free gifi came on all men unto justi-
fication of life.”” But “he is the propititation
for our sins.” John ii. 2. Nor can ] perceive
any sense in which reconciliation will be made
at the judgment; punishment will be inflicted
for iniquity, but no reconciliation between God
and the simner can ever take place except that
effected by the sacrificial death of Christ.  Rom.
v. 10. “ We were reconciled to Ged through
the death of his Son.” Here the reconciliation
is attributed to THE DeaTH of liis Son and not
hix intercession.

4. “To BRING N EVERLASTING RIGHTEQUS-
ness.” That period, 70 weeks, Tn contradistinct-

ion 0 the Mosaic covenant, where there was 2
remembrance of sins again every year, was 0
introduce one offering for sin, by which eternal
redemption, ov everlasting righteousness, Heb.
ix. 12, should be secared 10 us without avother
sin offering.  [See also the whole argument of
the apostle in Heb. viii. 9, and 10th chapter.]

8 ' To seal up the vision and prophecy.”
Brother J. secms to undersiand this as extend-
ing to all visiony and prephecies; and the ex-
pression,* seal up,” in the sense of terminuting
them. Butl this appears to be rather a forced
cousttuction.  ** The wision and prophecy,” is
certainly in the singular, and denctes some
one particular prophecy. If this vision is, as !
consider it, & key to the former vision, then
“ the wision ” and* prophecy,” are the vision
and prophecy of the 2300 days. That vision
should be sealed, in the sense of confirmation,
by the fnifilment of the 70 weeks. It should
set on them the seal of truth ; and from thence-
forth it should be known to have been given by
infinite and unerring wisdom. The term is
used ian the sense of confirmation, as in Neh.
ix. 38. Butllknow of no place where it sig-
nifies to terminate.

6. ““ To annoint the Most Holy,” * The
Most Holy” is the same as holiest of all, Heb.
ix. 3. The holiest of all, in the tabernacle
built by Moses, was the figure of the irue * Ho-
Iy of Holies,” heaven itself, which Christ consc-
erated (anointed) for us through the veil, His
flesh. But I am not aware, that the term,
Most Holy, is in the Bible ever applied to the
Saviour; nor that his coronation at the last day
is called an annointing. But Christ has con-
secrated the holy place for us by his own bloed.
[See the 9th chap. of Hebrews.] Thus I have
shown, that all the evems predicted, Dan, ix.
24, did take place at the death of Christ.

J. Lrerm.

Millennial Grove, March, 1840,

MR. MILLER’S REPLY TO MR. CAMBELL,

Dear Brotuer Himes:—I perceive in the last
number of the *“Signs of the Times,” that
Bro. CauseLs is still harping on his litde horn
of the third beast, and separating the morning
from the everimg vision. And, withowt any
proof, he cominually asseris the Jews' return
and millenial reign before the resurrection. Do
1 understand righti?

Now, I think Bro. CameeLL may be put right,
or at least, he will help a brother in charity, out
of his # vagaries.”” 1st, As it respects the linle
horn of Daniel, 8th chapter—He says, it is Ma-
bomedisin ; and yet it belongs to the third or
Grecian kingdom, and, of course, is new in ex-
isteuce, and must be until 2300 years are ac-
complished, which, according to his own show-
ing, will be in A, D. 1843. Then, the fourth,
or Roman kingdom, is not yet in being. For
the fourth kingdom was to hear rule over, or
tread down the whole earth.

Dan. vii. 23—+ Thus he said, the fourth beast eball be the
fourth kingdom upon emith, which shall be diverse from ali
kingdoms, and shall devour the whule carth, and shail tread
it duwn, and break it in pieces.”

And this little horn is the third ¥ingdom, and is
said to wax exceeding great, Dan. viii, 9—11.
Surely, Bro. CamserL will help Bro, MiiLeR
out of this  vagary.” Rellin tells us © that the
four kingdoms of the Grecian monarchy be-
came Roman provinces 30 years before Christ,
which were 650 before Mahomet. Daniel tells
us that this litle horn would stand up in the
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latter time of these four kingdoms. Mr. C.
males him stand up 650 years after the fourth
kingdor had destroyed the whoie earth.

Dran. viii. 23— And in the atter tinse of their king lom,
when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce
conntenance, anl understunding dark sentences, shall stand

2

24—And his power shall be mighty, but not b his own
power; aed he «hail destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper,
and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy pen-

le.
d 25~ And through hig policy alse he shall cause aiaft to
prosper m his hand 3 and he shall magnify bimself in his
heart, and by peace shull destroy many : he shnll also stand
np agninst the Prince of princes; but he shalt be Lroken
without band.*

Surely \his is a paradox: or I am dreaming.
And, in the second place, concerning the evening
and morning vision, I will say, “ What God
has joined together, let ne man put asunder.

viii, 26—And the vision of the evening aad the morning
which was told, is true : wherelore shut thez ap the vision;
for it shall be fr many days.

27—And [ Daniel faiimed, awd will sick certain days ; af
terward I rose up and did tie King’s business; and I was as-
tonished at the vision, but none underztood it.

Here Daniel plainly unites the visions of the
evening and morning as Mr. C. calls them, and
Daniel unites them 1a one, calling 1t, * the vis-
ion; ” and plainly says, “ It shall be for many
days.” Whatshall be for many days? The
vision of the evening and morning. How many
days? | answer, 2300 days. Either both are
to be understood as but one vision, seen at dif-
ferent times, or both endieg at the same time.
If the morning vision is only numberedy why
does the prophet unite them and tell us it'is for
many days?

3. As it respects the Jews return, 1 say there
is not a {ext, piomise or prophecy, wrote or
given of God, which was not given before their
return from Babylon, and 1 believe was then
literally fuifilled.

4. With reference to the miilenial reign be-
fore Christ comes, I ask Bro. C. 1o reconcile the
following passages with his views, and give me
tight :-—

Dan. vii, 21— I beheld and the same horn made war
with the saints, and prevailed against them.”

22—+ Unti] the ancient of days caune, antd judgment was
given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that
the saints pogsessed the kingdom.™

Compared with :

9 —t+ 1 bebield 6 the thrones were cast down, and the An-
eient of days (id sit, whose garment wag white as snow, and
the lLair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like
the fiery flame. and his wheels as burning fire.”

10— A fiery siream issned, and came forth from before
bz thoussads dhousands ministered anto b, and fen thoo-
sand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was
set, and the books were opened.””

13— [ saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the
Son of an came Witk ﬁle cluuds of heaven, and came 1o the
Ancient of days, and they brought him near betore him,"™

Al-o, Luke xvii. Mack xiii. 23—29.

1st T'hes. iv. 14—*¢ For if webelieve that Jesus died, and
ross again, even for them also whiclk sleep in Jesus will God
bring with him.”

15—For this we say unte you by the ward of the Lord,
that we which are alive, and remain unto the coming of the
Eord, shall not prevent them which are asleep.

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
ghout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God : and the dead in Christ shall rise first.

17 Thea we, which are alive and remain, shall be caught
up together with them in tlie clouds, to meet the Lovd in the
awr : and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

18— Wierefore, coinlurt one another with these words.””

Alzo, v, 1—4,

24, Thes. il. 7—* For the mystery of inigaity doth already
work : only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out
of the way.

€ And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord
shall consume with the spirit of hiz mouth, and shall destroy
with the brightuess of his coming.

9 Bren lum, whose coming is after the warking of Satan,
with guwere, and signs, and fying wonders.

18~ And with all deceivableness of wwrighteousness in

revealed.

——

them that perish ; becanse they reecived not the love of the
tengh, that they might be saved.””

Rev. xiv. 14—20.

In the meantime, 1 advise you, my dear read-
er, Not o pat off your preparation for eternity ;
I entreat you, by all that Is dear, not to wait;
I warn you, now to secure vour title to heaven,
to happiness and glory. Do not wait until you
see the end of our discussion, Perhaps, before
we have finished onr controversy, the voice from
the “ great white throne * may pronounce these
dreadful words, “ir 15 pone.” There is no
harm in beipg secare. It is safe to be ready.
[f I thought, that 1 should be the means of your
neglecting this one thing needful, by my writ-
ings, I would write no more. Let not curiosity
or negleet he the means of your cternal regret
and misery. Wnu. MiLER.

New-York, May 19, 1840.

MR. CAMBELL ON TBE CAPTIVITY AND
RETURN OF THE JEWS,

Broruer Hivgs.—In the two preceeding num-
bers I have briefly given my view of the litde
horn of the third empire and tie chronology of the
&th, and 6th trumpets relating to the same anti-
chrisnan power. In the three subsequent num-
bers I intend to give some thoughts on the cap-
tivity of the Jews, the analogy of the Sabbaths
and Jubilees, and the final restoration of the
Jews 1o their ancient heritage.

I consider the view that the second coming of
Christ will be in 1813, or four years later, incor-
rect, because some scriptures o de fulfilled de-
Jore kis coming, cannot be before that timne.
He will indeed come, but the time he has not
The Bible has made known some
events that are to precede his coming which
will require many more years. The apostle
Paul undertook to allay an undue exciteinent on
this subject in his day by showing that some
prophecies had not been fulfilled which must be
before the day of the Lord ; therefore, though
men ought te be always ready to give their per-
sonal account, they ought not to expect the com-
ing of Christ until the completion of the predic-
tions of things 1o take place before his coming.,
2 Thes, 3. 1

Here is a plain allusion to the great apostacy
which was to precede the coming of Christ and
continue 1260 years. It was not then devel-
oped nor would it be until the supreme civil
power shonld cease to restrain the ecclesiastical,
So upon the apostle’s mode of reasoning, since
the Bible shows that God has great designs not
yet fulfilled which are to be fulfilled before the
coming of that great duy, we may say with
Paul, * Let noman deceive you,” for tha! day
shall pot come until the Jews shall be restored,
* the saints possess the earth, and super-abound-
ing grace shall friwmph over abounding sin.

Let us now look at the captivity from which
the Jews are to be restored.

In the 26th of Lev. the phrase, * seven
times, * peculiar to the prophetical mode of com-
putation, is four times repeated, in verses 18,
21, 24 and 28, meaning the same in every in-
stance. The Lord assured the Israelites that if
they pursued a course of disobedience, he would
chasten them “ seven times,” i. e. according to
the settled principles of interpretgtion, 25620
years,

Let the reader turn to Lev, xavi. and see
what heavy judgments the Lord denounces
against his chesen people if they should rebel
against him, and in the 18th verse he will come
to this first retnarkable threatening.

“ And if ye will not yet for all this hearken

T —— e

unto me, then I will punish you seven times
more for your sins.

This threatening comes after and in addition
to all the minor chastisements wpon Israel, and
was io be the crowning punishmeunt after spe-
cial means of reform utterly failed. The history
of this people from the time they left Egypt
tiil the Babylonian captivity, furnishes a long
list of inflicted chastisements before the Lord
gave them over. In addition 10 the terrible pun-
ishment threatned in this chapterthe 28th chap-
ter of Deuteronomy contains a most fearful cat-
alouge. Deut. xxviii.

Let the whole chapter be read.
peated in Lev. xxvi,

*“And if ye walk contrary unto me, and
will not hearken unto e, f(will bring seven
times more plagues upoen you according to your
sins

Nothing was ever perfected with the He-
brews, either in cursing or blessing, without the
number seven. Three times and a half, as we
have seen, and shall consider more at length by
and by, is the measure of punishment to a de-
generate Gentile church. In going on 'with
this catalogue, we come to a third repetition of
this threatened displeasure of God agninst his
chosen bnt .stiff-necked people in the 23d and
24th verses.

It need not be said here, that Israel and Judah
did “ walk contrary ¥ unto the Lord, and were
a0t “ reformed * hy all the means used, 1o re-
mind them of their duty by the frequent oppres-
sion from surrounding heathen tribes.  And now
the fourth time this fearful and significant threat-
ening is repeated, v. 27, 28,

If now we can trace out the time when Israel
was cast off, we shall find the epoch from which
to calcnlate these © seven times,’’ the period of
Israel’s degradation, And 1o ascertain ihis,
there is no difficalty, if’ historical facts and serip-
tural analogy is our guide. Instead of one epoch
there are several, which instead of rendering the
subject obscure, gives it the symmetry, propor-
tion, and beauaty, which runs through all Ged’s
plans of gperation. It is man’s folly which dis-
torts, what is otherwise intended to be beautiful.

We will first consider the epoch of the full
execution of these predicted eurses, upon the ten
tribes, who have generally been considered as
lost, but that it wil] be found, the Lord has re-
served a tenth, even of them, for the final resto-
ration,

After the revolt of the ten iribes, from the
house of David,  they were generally called
Ephraim, and the other two tribes, Judah, Jero-
salem, the capitol of one kingdom, was within
the Jand of Judah, and Samaria, the capitol of
the other kingdom, lay in the land of Ephraim.
In the first year of Abaz king of Israel, Isaiah
prophecied against Ephraim in this mannet—
(Isaiah, chap. vii.)

Ahaz began his reign, B. C, 74z, and 63
years from this, if Isaiah is correet, the ten tribes
were broken and have never since been a people.
Just 65 years after this, in the 224 year of the
reign of Manasseh, king of Judah, Esarhaddon,
king of Assyria, marched into the land of Israel,
and carried captive from thence into Babylon all
those who were the remains of former “captivie
ties, so that the land became utterly desolate,
nntil a motley mass of other ribes of idolaters-
were brought to dwell in the cities of Samaria,
This was the last rennant of the revolted tem
tribes—677 B. C. (See 2 Kings, xvii; alser
Ezra iv, 10.) Ephraim is no longer tq have -a
nawme, yet a tentk, as a remnant is to be restors

Sull it is re-
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ed with the Jews; for such ts the promise, in
Isaiah, chap. vi. 9, 13,

Here then commences the 2520 years of the
long threatened desolation, 1o the land of Israel,
so far as it relates to the remnant of the ten
tribes, of whom there i3 a tenth i0 be restored.
« Beven times ” from 67 B, C. terminates A. D,
1843. This, as we have seen, is the end of the
Morning vision of 2300 years, if commenced
with the going forth of the commandment, by
Ahazuerus io restore and build Jerusalem. But
this can only be the earliest possible date of
Judah's restoration, although it is the fullness of
the time to the remnant of Ephraim. It was 93
years from the time Ephraim was broken, till
the {ast remnant of Judah was carried into cop-
tivity.  (See Jer. lii, 30.) We may expect,
according to this compuiation, the remmnani of
Israel to return with the first companies of Judah
in 1843, but must wait 93 years longer for the
perfect year of Jubilee, or for the fuil establish-
ment of Christianity to the entire nation.

There is another computation of time which
goes 10 connect the last gleaning of Ephraim
with this final desolation of Judah. Probably
there were a few Israelites remaining in Judea,
93 years after the desolation of Samaria, If so,
it will favor the idea thar the tenth of Israel are
mingled with the Jews in their dispersion and
to be restored by the same gradual process.-—
Ezekiel iv. 6.

It was exactly three hundred and ninety years
from the revolt of Jershoam and the ten tribes
from the house of David, to the final desolation
of the whole land by Nebuzaradan, in the
twenty third-year of Nebuchadnezzar, B. C. 584.
And from the 18th year of Josiah, (2. Chron.
xxxiv. 29, 31.) when the house of Judah eniered
into solemn covenant with God to walk whally
in i1is ways, to the same veriod, was just 40
vears. 8o long God bore “ their walling con-
trary unto him.”

This must suffice for the commencement of
BEphraim’s captivity. But we are not yet
done with Judah, The Lord bore long with
them, Hosea vii. 45,

Again, He exclaimed by the month of his
prophet Hosea, xi. 8,—*How shall T give thee
up, Ephraim ? How shall [deliver thee, lsrael?
How shail T make thee as Admah? How shail}
setthee as Zeboarn 2 Mine heart is torned with-
in me.” Moved by tender compassion. God
sent his prophets to warn his people of their
doom, belore their utter destruction, Of thoge
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel are conspicuous,
giving many interesting statements of time and
circumstances, some of which have been already
introduced. This litle work can admit of only
a few more, and such only as go to confirm and
iflusirate general chronological points. The
agreement of all the prophets on these points,
with the apostle John is truly wonderful, and
strongly invites to investigation.

Various means were used to show the degen-
erate people of God, the ruin and woe to which
they were hastening, if not averted by speedy
repentance and reformation.

The same year in which Ephraim was abso-
lately “broken to be no more a people,” was
Judab bronght under subjection to the king of
Babylon and Manasseh, the king, earried cap-
tive having been a very wicked prince. While
in Babylon, he became sincerely penitent, and
the Lord softened the heart of the Assyrian king,
who consequently permitted Manasseh to return
t6 Jerusalem, and that city enjoyed a respite of
70 years,

Inthe third year of Jehoiukim, (607) Nebu-
chadnezar carned the second porion of Judah
captive to Babylo.s, among whom was Daniel
and his three friends, {Dan. 1. 1. 2. Chron.
xxxiv.) Jeholakim was slain, and Jehoiakim
his sen, reigned a few years in his stead, and
was carried into Babylon.

"t he third prominent period in which Judah
was carried 1ato captivity, we find was in the
eleventh year of Zedekinh’s reign, 588, (2. kings.
xxv. 2. Chron. xxxvi. 17.}

To give a vivid impression of the wretched
condition of Jerusalem at this time. Ezekiel
was directed 10 draw on a tile the representation
of a hesieged city. In this we have hizh au-
thority for pictorial illustrations.  Sec Ezekiel,
chapter Iv.

The captives in Babylen, as well as the re-
maining Jews in thelr own land, vainly hoped
that Jerusalem would be preserved  But Eze-
kiel by this, a wnost expressive sign, was com-
manded to show them to the contrary. This
sign was given at the same time that the proph-
et lay 390 days on one side and 40 on the ath-
er, already noticed.  Qu the tile, or large brick,
the prophet probably drew a rude map of the city,
ltke the foregoing cut with his iron pan and bat-
tering rams placed around it. Or he might
have designed a representation of the remaining
portion of the houses in the following manner.

This must have been a painful experiment to
the prophet to fayso long on one side, but the
Lord would sustain bim in the way of obedience
to his command. The temple and city were at
this time set on fire and entirely destroyed.

Siil} there was a remnant of Judah left in the
land, who continued their wickedness, and four
vears afierwards, (584,) Nebuzaradan, captain of
Nebuchadnezzar's guards, invaded Judah, fell
on the poor remains of that miserable people,
seizing and ecarrying captive to Babylon all who
had not fled to Egypt, which amounted 10 no
more than seven hundred and forty-hve per-
sons.

Thus were the indgments four times prediet-
ed in the 31st chapter of Lev. inflicted on Israel
and Judah at four different periods, at least.
The fast that there was 93 vears, between the
frst and Jast of these judgments, will receive
further corroboration as we proceed. A small
dingram on the nextleaf, will relieve the reader,
unul after the intreduction of anether strong
chain of corroborative predictions, relative to the
seven times captivity of the Jews, found in the
4th chapter of Daniel, under the emblem of 2
remarkable tree. To de continued.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

“un ye not discerm tho signs of the umes.™

BOSTON, JUNE 1, 1840,

CONDITION OF TTHE OLD WORLD,

The news from Europe and Asia by the Brir-
s Quezn, are still portentous. In view of
the present condition of the old world, the Edi.
itor of the Mercantile Journal makes the fol-
lowing very and seasonable remarks.
They were prepared for the last No. but are
still in point.  Let them be read and pondered.
We are upon the eve of fearful events.

“ Wazr. It appears by the advices from Ea-
rope, by the Great Western, that mighty ele-

just

ments are in commotion, and the clouds of war
seem to be gathenng over Europe and Asia.
What with the cupidity of Great Britain, the
jealousies of I'rance, the ambition of Nicholas
and Mehemet Ali, the military power and
taste of Prussia and Austria—it would be re~
markable if anoiker year shovld pass without a
furious and bloody war. We ardently hope,
however, that these clouds may yet be scattered
by the spirit of kindness, of justice and Chrisu-
anity—Tfor a general war in Europe wonld be a
fearful event. Tt would be fought by hosts, not
of 20,000 each, but of hundreds of ihonsands—
and the art of slaying mankind is now carried,
by many wonderfcl dmprovements, invented
within tbe last dozen years, to such perfection,
that a war among those mighty powers, would
Le of a sanguinary, of a depopulating character,
1o an extent never before witnessed, or dreamed
of, even by Napoleon, in his wildest visions of
glory.

The progress of events in Europe and Asia,
will continue to be watched with great interest
by these who dwell on this side of the Atlantic
—and instead of deing aught to stimulate this
man-glaying spirit, which, like .a volcano too
long pent up, seems about to burst forth, we
ought to strive all in our power to quell and de-
stroy it.

MRE. MILLER IN NEW YORK,

Mr. MuvLer commenced a course of lectures
the 16th ult. in the Christian Chapel. corner of
Norfolk and Broome Sts. OQur prayer s, that
much good may be done in that great and wick-
ed city, by these lectures. Every ihing, howev-
er, that can be dome to prevent it, will no dounbt
be thrown in the way to neutralize, if nat destroy
their influence. Opposition is to be expected
from Sceptics, and the eremies of evangelical re-
ligion ; but from the friends of revivals, and pure
and undefiled religion, we should not naturally
expect such opposition; but, we have seen the
professed servants of God jein hand in hand with
the wicked, to put down the work of the Lord,
as connected with Bro. Miller's labors, which in
any other case, they would shudder to de.

F'he first developement of this spirit manifest-
ed itself in a handbill, which was distriboted
freely at the door of the chapel, by the direction
of an Agent of Bro. Cambell’s new work on the
prophesies. This handbill contains several fa-
vorable notices of Bro. Cambell’s work, taken
from the N. Y. Evangelist, N. Y. Observer, and
the N. ¥. Weekly Messenger. From the Jat-
ter, we guote the following :

« Nlustrations of Prophecy—by David Cam-
2ell.  In these days of fanalicism and false doc-
trine, when the world is full of speculations con-
cerning the near approach of the milleniam and
the day of judgment, a clear understanding of
the prophecies must be of the ntmost impertance.
Miller and his coadjutors, are now doing wmore
harm to the cause of religion than they can ever
hope 1o repair, and ail efforis to arrest the mis-
chief they are producing, should be enconraged by
the Christian world. Mr. Cambell’s work is the
very thing that is needed to bring about such a
result. By illustrating. in 2 clear and under-
Fstanding manner, the meaning of those prephe-

cies which enthpsiastic teachers have misappre-
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hended, he shows that all who are willing to in-
guire, may so far acguaint themselves with the
truth, as at least, to see the ubsurdity of the
thousand erroneous interpretations of prophecy
which are now before the public.”

The object of the handbill was to adversise
Bro. Cambell’s work. But why should he in-
sert such a censerious and slanderous article as
the above, against Mr. M. and his co-adjutors ?
Was it fair, was it just, on the evening of the
first lecture, when the prejudices of the people
wete already roused up agaiest the Lecturer, by
the partial and lying newspapers ol the age; we
ask the candid, was it fair, to throw into the
meeting such an article, with the authority of
great nmames lo sustain 1t; before the Lecturer
had a chance to be heard at all—the first thing
that met the eye of the audience, after entering
the chapel, was:—<Miller and his co-adjutors
are now doing more harm to the cause of relig-
ion than they can even hope to repair,” &e.
We are willing that all should freely speak, or
write their sentiments on this great subject; but
all will see the injustice of the above, We do
not believe that Bro. Cambell wauld give it his
sanction, It can have no effect npon those who
give Mr.M, a candid hearing. Butit may be the
means of destroying many, who otherwise might
have heard to the saving of their souls.

Our Excuaneges. We have now guitea large
list of exchange papers. Many of them have
given a favorable notice of our littla eheot, for
which they will please to accept our thanks,
Those who have not as yet taken notice of our
paper will greatly oblige us in so doing.

We ohserve that several editors of religious
papers bhave taken articles from the * Signs
of the Times,” without giving credit, Are they
nawilling to let their readers know that such a
paper exists? I they continae ia this course we
shall expose them in due time.

Correction. Two of the references connected
with Mr. Miller’s rules for interpreting Scriptare,
as published in the last number of the Signs of
the Times, are incorrect. They are under rule
Ist. for Matt. v. 8 wead Maw., v. 18, And
under rule 8. for Dan. vii. 8. read vii. 3.

Errarvm.—No. 4, p. 30, third column, 8th
line from top, for 4079, read 4709.

CORRESPONDENCE.

LETTER FROM R. B. MEDEBURY,

Dear Brotuer Hmes,—In compliance with
your request, I will endeavor to send you some
aceount of the resulis of Mr. Miller's lectures
among us, although I am vot wholly unapprised
of the difficulty of the task, Every one must
admit, that amid a variety of causes operating
simultaneansly, haman reason is very liable to
err in attempting to peint out the true order of
sequence, and perhaps there is no moral cause
the résults of which will receive their full and
impartial development till the judgment of the

oreat day. All that | shall attempt therefore is
a stmple statement of some facts connected with
kis labors here which will enable you 1o judge
for yourself.

For several months past we have enjoyed and
are stiil enjoying a pleasing work of grace among
us. This revival, as stated ie the account pub-
lished in the Christian Watchman of the 8h
inst., was in progress when Mr. Miller com-
menced lecturing Lhere.  In speaking of the re-
sults of his labors, however, it is but just to say
that his influence here preeeded him. Ttwill be
recollected that sometime in Jan. he lectured at
Cambridge-Port, about four miles from us.
Many, both of our church and congregation, at-
tended one or more of these lectures. The first
two subjecis of the present work among us, 7s
well as some others who have since been hope-
fully converted, regarded those lectures as in-
strumental of fastening permanent conviction
upor theirminds.  Several Christians, too, were
awakened to a new sense of their duty.

There had, however, been rather more feeling
than usoal in several of our meetings previous to
that time. And ia the interval which elapsed
hetween this time and the commencement of Mr.
Milier's lectures here, the blessing of God had
accompanied the means of grace at home to the
hopeful conversion of about iwenty. The work
evidently received a new impulse while Mr.
Miller was here. His lectures were atiended by
crowds who listened with profound attention,
and, we have reason to believe, in not a few
cases with profit. Many persons from neigh-
boring villages shared the benefit of his labors
in common with us, and, in several cases re-
turned to their homes rejoicing. Other means
of grace were however mingled with his labors,
which were no doubt in a great degree owned
and blessed of God.

Among those who have since united with our
church many have mentioned Mr. Miller's lec-
tures a5 the means under God of bringing themn
to repentance. They have generally stated that
for months or years they had thought more or
less upon the subject, but that, on hearing him,
they felt it was time to take a stand. The
things of etermty assamed to them an unwonted
realty. Heaven was brought near, and they
felt themselves guilty before God. It was not so
much the belief that Christ might come in 1843,
as it was the certainty of that event, with the
conviction that they were not prepaved to hail
his coming with jey. Many however who lis-
tened 1o his whole course of lectures with a heart
unmoved, have since been melted iuto contrition
and become the hopeful subjects of renewing
grace,

Many Christians who attended Mr. Miller's
lectures here, have regarded them as the means
of quickening them to new spiritual life. I know
not that any one has embraced all his peculiar
views, but many have been made to feel that
time is shozt, that the coming of Christ is at
hand, and that what hey do for their fellow men
must be done guickly.. They have felt that
hitherto the doctrine of the second coming of
Christ had bad little or no practical effect upon
them, and, that while they could suppose at least
one thousand years between that event and the
present thme, its influence must be less than ifit
were a matfer of constant expectation. They
think that the contemplation of this subject has
awakened feelings which the anticipation of
death had never kindled in their breasts. Earth
has receded, and their attachment to all subla-
nary objecis has been loosened. Eternity has

hove become more distinet objects of vision.
seemed to open 1 ear Lefore them, and its scenes
Wihile the sou!, with allt hat pertains to its 1immor-
l weal or wee has been felt to eclipse every
other object of earth.  In a word they profess to
have conseciated themselves unto the service of
God, aud to Jabor to be found watching when-
ever the masier of the house should come, wheth-
er af even,or af midnight, or at the cock-crowing,
or in the worning, lest comong suddenly he
should find them sleeping.
Watertown, May 21, 1840.

MILLER’S LETTERS, NO. 6,

My Dzar Brorsew Hives :—I am now in this
city, lectaring in the Christian Chapel, corner of
Broom and Norvfolk-streets, to good assemblies.
Last evening, we had a solemn time ; ananxious
and deep attention pervaded the whole congre-
gation. My subject was the Y0 weeks. [ left
Portland, Me. ou the last Tuesday in March,
and by stage and rail-read, T arrived at home on
Friday night following, being absent from Lome
uearly six months, having delivered 527 lectures,
I found the people in the city of Portland, a kind,
benevolent, and intelligent people.  In no place
that T ever visited, have I found so little of self-
exaltation as in Portland. The people appear
to be more on a level than any other city of my
acquaintance. 1 saw wnonc of that haughty,
aristocratical pride which way be found in al-
most every other place of importance in the
Union. They seem to possess, a seaman’s be-
nevolence, and 2 sallor’s love, 1 believe they in
general possess warm hearts, and open hands.
And in no place has my master's message been
better received than in Portland, The apparent
effect of my lectures when 1 left, were good.
One thing [ wish lo notice, inall cities whichI
have visited, the Editors of religious newspapers
have almost invariably misstated and ridiculed
my views, doctrine and motives; but in Port-
land, I found, as I humbiy believe, an fonest
Editor ; of the “ Wesleyan Journal.”” He gave
a candid, honest and impartial accoun: of my
views and lectures ; as published in your Jast No.

Soon after I got home, I began a course of lec-
tures in the Church to which I belong. The
brothren obtained the help of Brother Hulbert,
of Tra, Vi, a warm hearted and excellent man.
He preached half of the day, and 1 the other.
The Lord was among us; and many backeliders,
and some who had been baliing between two
opinions; others whoe had made light of these
things, were brought to obedience. A good
work is now going on. I then went to Benson,
Vi. Ifound them contending with each other
in sectarian bickerings ; especiaily our Congre-
gational and Methodist brethren. 1 began my
course of Jectures in the Baptist meeting-house.
The several clergymen in the town met with us,
and all contention ceased for the time. The
Lord came down in great power, and by his
spirit a gracious influence was fell, and many a
stout heart yielded to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Abont 30 were converted and obtained a blessed
hope ; and aboul one hundred more were anx-
ious when I left. T think there will be a great
work in that place, if the sects Jeave off their
contentions, and work for the salvation of souls.
One anecdote. On my way home from Port-
iand, a young man dressed in black, gotinto our
stage to ride a few miles. He was very talka--
tive. He was of about 30 years of age, and as
I afterwards learned, was a clergyman ina town
vear by. His conversation was chiefly on the
reverends of the day, telling what a smooth
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preacher A. was; how learned B. was; and
how popular Mr. C. was. By bis remarks, all
would suppose he understood all the common
phrases of the day; knew all the great men of
the age, and prided himself on the immense
amount of knowledge which he had obtained of
men and things. A short time after he took
a seat in the stage, we stopped to dine. I found
the keeper of the stage-fiouse and cur guest
were familier nequaintances.  They very soon
began to converse, and the name of the old
prophet Miller was introduced. The keeper in-
quired of our gentleman in black if he had read
Miller’s lectures, that he loaned him the other
day, and if so, how he could aveid the conclu-
sion to which the old man had arrived. To
which he replied, that he only had read a few
words in the tntroduction, and found that the
author himsel{ had acknowledged that he was
an literate man, he therefore had ne conhdence
io the work.” Ah! how can any good thing
come out of Nazareth ?

LETTER FROM JOHN EWEN.,

Mr. Eprroz,—Having seen a notice of a pa-
per called the * Signs of the Times,” relating to
the second coming of Christ, and having read
Mr. Miller's lectures, and being somewhat inter-
ested in the subject, I wish to read your paper
also. Itismy opinion some great event is near,
and 1 believe we should search the Scriptures
daily and avail ourselves of every means to ob-
tain right and correct conclusions on the subject.
Christ will assuredly come; and blessed wil!
that servant be, whom his Lord, when he com-
eth, shall find watching. 1 have for some months
past, thought much of that day, when that same
Jesus whom the disciples saw ascend up into
heaven, will in like manner descend ;—leave the
mediatorial seat and become a Judge. Whata
glorious day will it be to the sincere and devot-
ed christian,—to the wise virgins who will have
their lamps trimed and burning; they who are
locking for and hasting to the coming of the day
of God, when the heavens shall be en fire and
the elements melt with fervent heat, when this
earth shall pass away with a great noise, and
when the dead in Christ shall be raised, and we
that are alive and remain shall be caught up t0-
gether with them to meet the Lord Jesus in the
air, and so forever be with the Lord. But few
in this place are disposed to believe that the
«nd of al} things 15 so near. 1 presame my
«chrisiian friends have not thoughi so much of
the subject as they would, were it descanted up-
on more by the professed preachers of the gos-
pel. 1 see no impropriety in making it a topic
of ¢ommon conversation. This earth was once
desiroyed by water, an! all flesh perished except
Noah, and those who were saved with him in
the ark. This same earth will be destroved by
fire,and all the wicked will be burnt up root and
branch; but the righteous will have a place of
retreat, for the Saviar will provide and take to
his arms all those who love him, and he wilj
be to them an ark of perfect safery. When
the earth is burning as an oven they will be
changed, and will be taken up with their Leord
in the air. Noah was a preacher of righteous-
ness, and, ho doubt, declured the whole truth, he
kept nothing back, and consequently, denounced
aupon the antedeluvians the impending judgiunent,
that the earth would be destroyed by water. He
was faithful in his generation, and what God
had revealed to him he proclaimed in the hear-
ing of the children of men, and in view of the
certainty of thal event exhoried them to repent

speedily—lie prepared for himsell and family an
ark, that he might be saved from the deluge.
We, who are hiving on the eve of time, and who
believe the earth to be waxing old and will scon
be folded up asa garment, and laid away ; ought
o declare to our fetlow men our belief, and what
the prophets, Christ and his apostles have said,
and what will come to pass, that we all may be
ready when the ery is made, * The Bridegroom
cometh, go ye out 1o imeet him,” As Noah said
to the antedeluvians, “ The Lord will destroy
this earth with water,” znd as Jouah preached,
saying. * This great city Nineveh shall be de-
stroyed within forty days;” soought we 10 say,
“This earth that now is kept in stcre, reserved
anto fire against the day of judgment and perdi-
tion of vngodly men.” *If the waichman see the
sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the
people be not warned; if the sword come and
take any persen from among them, he is taken
away in his iniquity ; but his blood will I require
at ithe watchman’s hand.” The signs of the
times indicate some great event is near, even at
the doors; many are erying * peace and safety,”
and saying to-merrow shall be as to-day and
much more abundantly. Some are saying,
“ Where is the promise of his coming ; for since
the fathers fell asleep all things continue as
they were from the beginning?” and others are
scoffing and putting far away the evil day and
crucifying the Son of God afresh; but he will
come and will not tarry, and every eye shall see
hirm and they which have pierced him shall
mourn, and all the kindreds of the earth shall
wail because of him.

I have written more than I imtended when I
commenced, but it is 1o me a subject of the
greatesl importance, and a subject that ought to
nterest every human being, more especially the
professed follower of Christ.  We must all know
of this day when it comes, whether living or
not; for the dead in Christ will then be ralsed
and come with Jesus, and we that are alive and
remain on the earth will then be changed and
be caught up togcther with them to meet the
Lord Jesus in the air, and so be forever with the
Lord, We sheuld so live as 10 be prepared for
that day; we should wateh and be sober, that
that day should not come upon us unawares,
We should expect it, should so live as if .the
present day was the last day of our lives, and
should always have our lamps trimmed and
burning, that the Lord when he comes should
not find us sleeping.

Affectionately. yours.

East Corinth, May 5th, 1840,

THE NATIONS.

# And upon the Earth Jistress of Nations with perplexity.”’

LATEST FROM EUROPE.
We select the following extracts from several
New Yorl papers, which contain a {ull account
of the foreign news by the British Queen.

Tre Easterx QuestTion.—Private letters
from Malta bring intelligence respecting Alexan-
dria to the 7th of April, inclusive. The plague
is still ragingthere. In Syria there is no move-
ment of the army against the Porte, but, on the
contrary, the Egyptian troops are just as they
were before the battle of Nezib, at Antah, Ada-
no, Aleppe, and Acre, where there are 12,900
men. lbrahim Pacha is at Mareseh, a little
woed-built village without inhabitants or bazaar,
and the soldiers burn those houses that will not

serve for habitation. The regunlar troops in
Syria are 12 regiments of infantry (of the line),
11 of cavalry, & of artilery, and 11,600 men of
irgegular troops, chiefly horsemen.

TroubLt N Esvepr.—Alexandria letiers state
that Colonel Hodges the Brisish Consul, had
provoked the anger of Mehemet Ali, by offer-
ing passports 1o Torks to return home, This Ma-
hemet Ali would not suffer, and seemed highly
indignant against the English. He seemed dis-
posed tocourt the French for aid and protection,
and was determined to vesist all concessions be-
yond these he had already promised. His
force, apphicable to the defence of the country,
amounted to 200,000 men.

The foreign Journals state :——

Letters from Constantinople say that the at-
tempts of the British Government to procure the
return or escape of such officers of the Turkish
fleet at Alexandiia as were dissatisfled with
their detention there had irritated Mehemet A,
insomuch that he prohibited, on pain of death
the return of any officers to Turkey and nomi-
nated Ahmed Pasha (the late Capiaim Pasha) to
the command of the united Turkish and Egyp-
tian fleets. The letters before us state that
this preceeding of the Viceroy has cansed a vast
sensation in the Turkish capital, and so much
incensed the Government that prompt and
strong measures were looked for.

I1 appears that this was not the only point on
which Mehemet Ali and the British had had a
difference. The interruption given by the Brit-
ish ships of war to the passnge of several hun-
dred volunieers from Albania to Alexandria, in
vessels under the Tonian flag, to recruit the ar-
my of Mehemet All, had so much irritated the
latter, that in his communication with Colonel
Hodges he threatened to produce a revelt in Al
bania and Asia Minor. Colonel Hodges is said
to have used a strong, and, in diplomacy, some-
what unusual figare, in his reply to this threat.
*“If, ” said he, # you persist in the use of lap-
guage of this nature, England will pulverize you
ere three months expire!” The consuls of the
other foreign Powers succeded, however, in
patching up the quarrel. The Gorgon steamer
was reported to have carried to Alexandria a
formal demand for the immediate restitution of
the Turkish fleet ;and that in case of refusal, the
Euglish Consul and other British subjects there,
were forewith 1o depart.

The Russians continued their preparation for
war in the ports of the Black Sen, and were
said to have announced to the Turkish Govern-
ment that they were ready to send an army to
co-operate in an attack on Ibrahim Pacha. The
British Government were satd to be intriguning
to out-manceuvre the Russians and to foment
discontent in the Turco-Egyptian fleet, and
even to meditate the landing of a force on the
coast of Syria.

Egvpr.—Beiroot, March 27.-—War seems
threatening, if we may judge by the extraordi-
nary preparations which are being made upon
every point of our coast, vot even excepting our
city., Ibrahim Pasha is still at Marasch. 8000
men are already in garrison at St. Jeand'Acre;
the 1th and 30th Regiments of Infantry, as
well as 1,000 regular and 1,000 irregular sriil-
lerymen, have arrived ; 95 thirty-six pounders,
and 117 of other calibre which were taken at
Nezib, have been brought here. M. Sgultz,
Licutenant Colonel of Engineers, left this city
yesterday, in order 1o rejoin Solimau Pasha in
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that strong hold, we must, therefore, presume
that we are on the eve of a war. "—Lz Sud.

Extract of a letter dated Cabal, Jan. 23, 1840
—t At present we have much at stake here,
and those employed share a vast reponsibility,
for we are fast drawing 1o that point when two
great nations, England and Russia, must meas-
ure their streagth on the plains of Central Asia.
Russia is by no means disposed to take our ad-
vance into this country quietly, and a crisis is
far nearer at hand than the great statesmen and
speculators wish or desire. Ere long England
and Russia will have warred with each other in
Tartary, or come to the tacit conclusion that
the Oxus is to be the boundary line which shall
separate them. "

Circassia.—The accounis of the utter failure
of the Russian expedition upon Chiva are con-
firmed. The troopz were so diminished by
cold, sickness and famine, that it was found im-
possible to proceed. This is not the only dis-
grace which ihe Russian arms have experien-
ced. The brave Circassiaas have captured one
of their forts, defended by twenty pieces of ar-
tliery, and taken maoy prisoners, Very large
reinforcements would be sent from Sebastopool
to the Russian commander in Circassia.

Persia.—~Letters from Constantinople repeat
the rumor, that the Shah of Persia was march-
ing with army upon Bagdad.

Naples.—A lewter of the 12th, from Rome,
published by a Lyons paper, contains the fol-
lowing :

“ An English steamer has returned from Na-
ples to Malt to demand from Mr. Temple, the
definitive answer of the King 1o the note of Liord
Palmerston.  Apprised of this fact, the King
started in haste for Castemare, and the English
envoy had no one with whom he could commu-
nicate at the palace. The steamer was obliged
to go back to Malta, without bearing to the
English Admiral the desired information.  The
first act of Enolish hostility will probably be the
seizing of the Neapolitan fleet, which 1s out of
port. The fleet consists of 12 sail, the Vesuvi-
us 82 guns; Parthonope 60; Isabella 45; and
the Urania 463

Avrcizrs.—The Paris papers contain letters
from Algiers of the 18ih. The arrival of the
Duke of Orleans had caused great joy among
the troops, and the campaign was immediately
to be commenced. Operations are to be begun
on an extended scale, as the commander-in-chief
is determined to risk everything to put down
Ard-el-Kader. Indeed, the future salety of the
African colony depends on a vital blow being
struck against the power of the Emir, and the
hostile tribes who have now obeyed his sum-
méns toa holy war. Ard-el-Kader was at Me-
deah with his regular forces. He had fortified
some of the mountain passes, and was busy in
exciting the insurrection even among the most
distant. He has offered temptations of money
and land to such French soidiers as may de-
sert. His irregular troops carry their audacity
to a great length, and notwithstanding the pres-
ence of 30,000 French troopsin the immedi-
ate vicinity of Algiers, extensive robberies of
cattl: are daily perpetrated.

The whole force of Marshal Vallee now
amounts to 50,000,

The following remarks on the oppressive and
barbarous conduct of the Boglish nation towards
China, are from the N. Y. Sun. Fo.

Trr Qe War.— The course which Eng-
land has determined to pursue towards China,
will hereafter be written down in the history of
the present times, as an Iastance of gross injus-
tice, cruelty and oppression. Truly. the celes-
tial Emperor is not so far from right as many
may suppose, when he denominates the Enghsh
“parbarians.” Whatare they doing? Why, to
speak plainly, and call things by their right
names, they are going forward to attack u de-
fenceles nation, untaught in the science of war,
to butcher the inhabitants, burn their dwellings,
lay waste their fields, and sack their cities, for
no other cause except that an effort has been
made to suppress the sale of a drug, the use of
which was producing the most appalling effects
throunghout the empive. The government of
China saw that the people were becoming bru-
talized by opium, illegally brought there by for-
eign ships. They determined to take strong
measures {or the purpose of remedying the evil;
and they were right in doing so; their object
was moral, just and humane; they should have
received the aid of every civilized and christian
nation upon earth, But England crosses their
path, and determines to enforce a coatinuance of
the immorality and brutal intemperance which
the Empercr was honestly endeavoring to sup-
press.— is there »ay difficulty then in deciding
who shows mest of the © barbarian” in this mat-
ter? The only difference that we can perceive
between English barbarians and cthers, is, that
the English are sufficiently enlightened to know
that their conduct is barbarous and wrong, while
other barbarians act ignorantly.

The last number of Hunt’s Merchant’s Mag-
azine contains a long and able paper upon this
subject, pursuing the whole controversy from its
first commencement to the present time, and ex-
amining fnlly and fairly the causes which have
led to this unhely war. No man can rise from
a candid perusal of this disclosure of facts with-
out feeling horror stricken at the conduct of
Great Britian. The necessity which the Em-
peror was uader of putting down a trafflic that
was destroying his people in the most dreadful
manaer, may be gathered from the gquamity of
the contraband article imported into his domin-
ions and the effects produced upon the inhabit-
ants by its use,

The British East India Company first con-
ceived the idea of making the taste for this drug
among the Chinese a source of profit, about
sevenly years ago. Sinee that time they have
been carrying on the demoralizing trade to a
great extent. The rapidity with which it has
increased shows to what extent the taste for and
the consumption of the drag have increased.
In the year 1800 the guantity sold at Calcutta
alons, for the Chinese markets, was 4.054 chests ;
in 1830 it was 8,778 chests; in 18358 it was
12, 977 chests, and in 1837 it was 16.916.
chests. The amount for which the latter quan-
tity was sold was 25395300 “sicca rupees,”
equivalent in our currency to $11,581,8.38. Be-
sides this, large quantities were carried from oth-
er places and it has been estimated upon good
authority that the whole amount actually import-
ed and sold in the Chinese empire during the year
1837 was at least 34,000 chests, valued at about
£23.000,000.

The effects produced by the use of this intox-
jcating drug are, in the first place, exhilerating
and delightful 10 the highest degree, and natural-
ly lead to a more free indulgence in it. Bat the
enchanting spell is soon broken, and the fatal
and inevitable consequences thai follow are thus
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vividly depicted in the article to which we have
alluded.-—~* Instead of creating pleasurable sen-
sations, the imagination clothes surrounding ob-
jects in ail the frightful horrors of hell. Sleep
no longer furnishes repose, for it brings with 1t
the most unearthly and frighiful dreams, and a
state of mental misery 100 dreadful to be borne,
inflicts its daily and nightly carse.  The physi-
cal debility which results from the excitement
iz awful. The appetite is soon desiroyed, every
fibre in the body irembles, the nerves of the neck
hecome affected, the museles get rigid, the diges-
tive organs are rapidly impaired, the frame be-
comes emaciated, the memory fails, and he be-
comes prematurely old, until at length, his very
existence is a deep, a dreadful punishment; and
after offering up to the revengeful god which his
appetite has created, the powers of his intelleet,
the health and energies of his body, and the last
gleam of his moral perceptions, death casts
around him her dark shroud and he is removed
from the scene of his mortal sufferings.”

As early as 1796 the Emperor of China was
aroused to a sense of the dreadful ravages which
this drug was malking among his people, and he
caused a law to be promulgated forbidding ita
importation and punishing severely all who were
found guilty of using i As a moral and chris-
tian nation, England should have aided him in
carrying out his benevolent and worthy views:
but on the contrary, she evaded his law and con-
tinued to smuggle her vast and increasing stores
of opiutm into his dominions, sacrilicing thou-
sands of his people to her avarice. He had no
course lefi, but 1o take strong measures to pro-
hibit the traffic, or else see his laws trampled
under foot and his people become a vast herd of
brutalized opium eaters. He took the right
course; he determined that his laws should be
respected and hia people preserved. He may
not have observed all the rules of etiquette or
the forms of national law, as understood by en-
lightened nations; But the whole world will say
that he is right in principle and England wrong.
Why is it then that the latter government wages
war? Evideny because China is unskilled in
arms, and can be conquered, and because the
revenue of England requires that she should en-
force a wicked and abominable traffic at the
point of the sword. But let her beware,— Heav-
en may guard the right—the God of battles
may shield 1he innocent from the bloody cutrage
about to be attempted. But be the result what
it may, the glory of England will be tarnished.
in the eyes of all mankind by her oppressive:
and cruel conduct towards a weak and unoffend-
ing people. If she perseveres in this unhal-
lowed enterprise, let her henceforth boast no-
wmore of her efforts in the cause of civilization-
and philanthrophy; Her pretences will be con-
sidered hollow and hypocritical.

Refuge of Scoffers.

¢ "There shail come in the last days, scoffers.”

ALARM---DUTIES OF UNIVERSALISTS.
[ Men’s hearts fasling them for fear.”’—EDp.]

The hosts of the enemy are alarmed. The
rapid spread of Universalism bas carried conster-
nation through all their ranks. The conversion
of several of their clergy and of many of the
members of their churches and congregations to
Universalism, has driven them to desperation.
We perceive that they are determined to make
a strenuous effort the présem summer 1o regain
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the lost ground. We apprebend the effort will
be general throughout the State; but it will be
very vigorous in Boston. The revival forces
will be concentrated here. That great black-
guard and infamous reviler of Universalists, Ja-
cob Knapp, isto be brought on here, in the course
of the season. So 'the New York papers say.
Where's Miller? He's fled—gone mto the
thade, we know not where. Those who used
him to get up revivals, are now glad 16 get rid
of him. In view of these operations, we recom-
mend to Universalists watchfulness and prayer.
Frequent meetings of the brethren and sisters
are desirable, to give opportunity for mutual
conversation and encouragement. It caunotbe
necessary for us to offer a word, to incite the
pastars to a vigorous discharge of their duty.
They are always ready. But we exhort our
lay brethren o more diligence and activity.
Meetings for prayer, praise and exhortation, n
different neighborhoods, will be very useful.
The brethren should ofien speak to each other
of the important concerns of religion,  Cuitivate
the spirit of devotion, and be always zealously
engaged.

Be on your guard against the tricks of revi-
valist. There is nothing in which there is
mote dishonesty, than in the measures by which
modern revivals are produced. And yet all
these measures are blasphemously attributed to
the spirit of Ged. Are they not all the work of
the crafismen? Are they not carried on by hu-
man cunning and ingenwity ? Do you not find
the partialist priest and his satellites very Fusy
at work on these accasions? The minister is
running all over town, visiting houses to which
he is not invited, and in which he is not wel-
come, talliing to children in the streets, and do-
ing every thing that lies in his power to keep
the excitement alive. It is the work of man,
and not of God. It is produced by human cun-
ning and craft; and the object is not to convert
men t6 virtue and religion, but te sectarism, and
a belief in endless damnation.

Brethren of the Universalist faith, we need
resort to no such low and disgraceful measures.
Let us depend upon the power of truth. Let us
commend the truth to other men’s conseiences.
Let us talk with them, and endeavor to incite
the spirit of inguiry iato their minds. Let us
ever be zealous, steadfast. immovable, always
abounding in the work ef the Lord, forasmuch
as we know that our labor is not in vain in the
Lord. Trumpet.

PROTRACTED MEETINGS.
’No levelled malice iufects one comma in the course 1 hold.?

-%1 see them stand like greyhounds in the slips,
Steaining upon the start :—ihe game’s afuot 17
Yes, ‘the game’s afoot” now, surely. Not
only here, but round the environs of Poris-
mouth, N. H. and at Portsmouth, likewise,—
the Methodists, Orthodox and Baptists ministers
are busy in,—
¢ Dealing damnation round the land1?

T've just returned from-afactory village not
many miles from Dover, N. H.  Such a siege
as they’'ve had of it! They commenced opera-
tions fast December, and have'nt got through
yet! Isupposethey mean to do things through
this time; for, last year, and times gone by,—
their converts, after,—

¢ Being much enforced, showed a basty spark,
Then straight were cold again.’

One thing these meetings have done, they
have set the different Societies by the ears. Last
summer, all was peace and harmony among
them—but now they are at one another's heels
erying ¢ havoe,” The Methodist began the
meetings, and the Freewillers perceiving that
they had seduced some of their sheep from the
fold, commenced operations farwith. *Tis true
the Methodist had the star, but the Freewillers
soon tnade up for that; their minister’s lungs
not being made of so siern sinff as their antago-
nist, 2 committee was despatched to a neigh-
boring town for a screamer. [ happened to be
at their meeting, when he made his debut, soon
as he opened his ponderous jaws, and began to
let out his voice of thunder, it reminded me of
a passage in Manfred,—

“F'm the rider of the wind,

The stirrer of the storm ;

‘The hurricane 1 left behind

Is yet with lightning warm !7

After railing at all other secleties but his
own, the Universalist in particular, which he
sald were no better than infidels,—he told the
congregatien, that the angel Gabriel was now
present with open arms ready to receive any one
who would come forward for prayers; and that
yonder was Beelzebub standing ready to trans-
port them that would’nt come forward, to his
own dominions. He told them that their church
was the best road to heaven ;—that he supposed
that many present would like to come forward,
—but that the devil held them back ; that some
of the saints of the chureh had better go to the
rescue—and lead them up—for then the devil
would have no power over them. Whete upon
the choir struck up,—

¢ Come ye sinners. ?

The sainls then went round and coaxed up
some twenty ar thirty young men and damsels,
and then commence praying, interspersed with,

¢ Dismal screams,
Shrieks aof woe,
Sollen moans,
Hollow groans,
And cries of troubled souls!?*

I could stand it no longer,—my very soul
was sick to see the religion of our Savior per-
verted thos;—I lefi the chureh, saying to my-
self,— Father forgive them, they hnow not
what they do.”’

Trumpet.
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AN ADDREss To THE CLERGY, ON THE NEAR AP
proACH oF THE Grorwovs, EvErvasting Kivg-
pom oF Gop ox BEARTH; As INDICATED BY THE
Worp or Gop, THE History oF THE Worin,
Stexs oF THE Presgnt Tives, THE REesrtora-
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1840.

The above is the title of a work just issued
from the press, and is designed, as its title indi-
cates, to call the altention of the Clergy toa
subject, which has too long heen neglected.
The views presented are substantially the same
as those advocated by Mr. Miller, although the
mode of argumentation, is, in most respects, es-
pecially in the three first sections, different from
that pursued by him. In the second section, on

“ the Restoration of the Jews,” the author has
presented an argument entirely different from
any thing we have before seen. And we think
the argument conclusive against the doctrine of
thie literal restoration of the Jews to Palestine.

At any rate we should like to see what argu-
ments can be brought against it.

The third section, presents a demonstration of
the {ulfilment of the time times and a half of
Daniel, and the 42 months and 1260 days of
Revelation; and proves incontrovertably the
near approach of the glorious, everlasting king-
dom of God. In short the author evinces a
thorough acquaintance with the subject on which
he treats, and has done honor both to himself
and the subject. The work is just what 1he ex~
igencies of the times demand, and we doubt not
will be read with interest and profit, by all who
desire to know the truth on a subject of such
vast importance.

We recommend to all our readers to procure
and read the work.

That our readers may see more fully the na-
ture of the work, we subjoin the chapter of
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